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Bill Type and Number: Resolution 2014-37
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Gulliford
Date of Introduction: January 14, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: RCD, Jax Waterways Commission
Date of Analysis: January 16, 2014
Type of Action: Expression of Council sentiment; request for emergency action
Bill Summary: The bill expresses the City’s opposition to any proposal to allow interests in Central Florida to withdraw millions of gallons of water per day from the St. Johns River to serve the water needs of that region and urges the St. Johns River Water Management District to explore other alternatives for water supply in that region that do not imperil the health of the St. Johns River. The bill requests action as a 1-cycle emergency.
Background Information: The resolution was requested by the St. Johns Riverkeeper in response to a finding by the St. Johns River Water Management District’s Water Supply Impact Study that 150 million gallons per day or more can be safely removed from the upper reaches of the St. Johns River to supply drinking water to Orlando and Central Florida, a finding which is disputed by independent scientists and experts from the National Research Council after reviewing the methodology of the study that produced the finding.  The St. Johns Riverkeeper believes that the study’s methodology does not adequately consider the potential salinity, siltation, and other negative ecological effects on the river and has urged the SJRWMD to implement more water conservation methods in Central Florida and to explore more alternative sources before tapping the St. Johns River as the next source for potable water and irrigation use.
Policy Impact Area: St. Johns River health
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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